Eva Hauser, Na Zihadle §5, 10 00 Praha G, C2echosiovakia

We have an old Czeth tale about a qirl's war.

W : :

Wm&gwu rising and fought. Not for emancipation ; they

ha < ApLish) : ; . he

—ﬁ-f~~mf”°~ remselves. One of the female keroes was Sdrka - the English transeription wonld b

%—"%is"%’:&;‘h -“Shc%cgﬂiqwhe end : she Umped ooy *ﬂrom a hish rock. - Tod

here 1S @ nature reser® on a lrague sabburb named o, Wil Shaarbal” 7 L
Ay A Shaar .

be_live close to the reserve j [ ke +he name - and [ ke  the wythical Hahtm

So this /s A ersonal fauzing.

ANOMeYy 2 [ .

3RONCHITIS, LAR!BGITIS,‘OTITIS..- AND ACUTE HYSTERIA AN ES:AY Awr THE CULr
/Maternity Leave, Csechoslovakia, The Eigntio-.../a or MOTHERHOOD AND

UT My OwN I
I love to be pregnant. EXPER?ENCE ﬁ

This fascinating feeling of creating a new human being.

I+t s simply great. Nothing can compare mothernocod. MTH ,T
How wonderful to alip from boring research in the Academy of

Sciences to a zmaternity ledve and to Btay two or three years at home

with a small sweet baby...

I am fed up with genetic ingeneering, witn all this laboratory
routine, these piles of new journsls and public.-tions to atudy, by all’
the never-ending ®easurings and calculation.

1 was educated by my parents and achool to be a scientiflic
warxer, not a woman. And Buddenly it seems really marvelous: to
discover this utterly nem possivbility of being a wother and houmewife.

SELF=-INTERYIEW
¥ ATe® you r®aily convinceo tgal yOou wali L0 Bave a calid Jjuss

i

AP ITZ! 1zZS! KVverybody nas a Uaby, sy friend from Universixy,
Li{da., nas a new baby now, and another friend from school, Tana, is
pzegnant, too, and all the girsl who don't study have children when
they are nineteen or twenty. I as longing 80 wuch for a baby of my
own! It was really hard work to convince my husband that we shouldn’t
prefer such things a3 saving woney or travellin, or developping my

career... i wept, I pleased nim, and finally he ayreed. Hurrah!

A naw flat on a new uousing - estate. lrefabricated blocks of
flats. Kitchen 12-2, sitting rooa 17m2, bedrooa 12n2. what luck!
A tiry flat, but it’s absolutely 'impossible to ket a flat in Prague,
My nusvand ‘s parents were mewbers 0f a aousing cooperative and got
this one after twenty years of memcership., irost young ccuples nave
to share a 1lat witn their pareats.



A uew baby. wWalkipng around the housing estale pusiking the baby
carriage. Mud. lots of sud everywhere; the sidewalks are not finiahed,
the lawns are not laid out, and it’s necessary to wheel the baby
curriage aloog the eage of a busy roud, among the roaring lorxries that
rush quickly by and apray mud everywhere...

Never wind, wé shall wasnl everything at hoke... oh. The water
doesn’t flow. Thie 18 not ususuul., The underground pipes crack, since

they lay directly on sharp stones - witnout ipnsulation. Ko water,
1t°a necedsary 10 wasb didpers, 1o wash the baby, to cook... but no ;i
water. Everything is sticky wnd dirty ana everything atinke, '

Hysteria. ' 4
WHAT SHITTING BLOUDY BASTARD BUlLt THIS STUFID 1IOUSING ESTAYE? ;
1 Cab’T LIVE LIME THAT! HELP! s

Theae blogxks of tlats will be never accomplished.

The piles of earth apd dust, the building machines never seea
to go away. All the work proceeds extrewely slowly. Foesibly they will
fipish this part of the housing estate in three or four years, but
the firat houses will pe very shabby and need repairs by them... The

rain water leaks onto tLe upper floor, the linoleum on the Btaircase
i3 torn away, the gl.ys entrance door is broken and glase i® replaced
Dy wooden bourds.

And no woney to rinish the ceuntral park in the middle of the
estate, 80 perhaps il will always stay o8 it is now: piles of gravel,
earth and debris. and weeds, producling lots of pollenm to cuuse

¢ chilaren’s ullergies.
; % I believe that mwy childrea will not be ullergic to anything.
) % !1 don’t have any epeclial reason for such & hops. Half of the childrenm
= > '“@ this country hive some form of allergy.
: g " And again the water doesn’t flow. I
¥ This time the pipes craucked because of the frost. A water-wagon
¥ couldn’t be provided eitner «s it would freese immediately. So we are

:completely witbout water.

SELF-INTERV 1BW

Q: Do you want 1o bave another baby?

A: Sure! jome 01 wmy irlends, aund even the most intellectual wosen,
have three. why? lerhaps as a protest against consumption. Aveirage
conpumption-orientated pevple have two kidus. That's not too miny;
thep can s8till earn woney &nd buy things. Three kids - it expresses
the will to create better rel.tions asong the family members, t»
.concentrate on fawily life:



The Communipcts tris. .58 the populatiom, I ... i quite
. underatamd why. To0 foous j«., . . va their familles ratber than on public '
topica? Probably. |

I1°ve seen lote of TV plays avout HAFPY MOTHERS AND FATHERS OF
THREX113 YOUR... FIVE... '

But the life expectancy in Ciecunoslovukiu decreawses steadily.

Our country is one of the most polluted in RKurope. And Prague is
one of the most polluted areas. Sulphites, nitrates, nitrites, heavy
metals... The figures concerning pollution and the health of our
population are hept in secret.

The sources of pollution are mainly electricity plants, the lov-
~quality coal heating, various toxins in food, and traffic /the high-
way for the heavy lorriee doesc’t go around Prague, but through

the very centre of tne city/.

You can’t give bables tape water fand you can’t buy clean non-
~carbonated bottle water/ as it contuing lot of altrates and nitrites.
Bobies wvust drink miperul water. This is 1ikely to cause soms renal
difficulties int the future.

But people are not auch aware Of all that as tney don t have
access to the informations,

dobnny is nine montlis old now.

He is sick for the !.rst time. his temperaturs has riaen
considerably. S0 we go to the heultlb care centre. lt weans three
hours of waiting in an ove crowded walting wooa.

Pinally we are allow:d intoc the doctor otfice.

The nurse asks: "Did you give him aspirin?*

“I read in handbooks that you wmust contult the pnysician firet...*

“Hms. Today, people stow how to produce childrern but they don’t i
know how to take care of thea...®

I couldn’t control mysilf and wept as we returned througk
the waiting room. People probably thought that I was told that uy baby
hus eome mortal diseass.

All my mewmories to ti¢« children health care facilities are the
game., Overcrowded walting rooys, arrogant personal.

SELP-INTERV.IEW

Q: You still like your sctnerhood?

At 1 hate %% sverythis, «bout it. The illnesses ¢.a=4 more a-d
more often, and 1 hate myseli Yor mot being patlent enough for several
sleepless nights in a row, I k:te my husband who demaunds his calm ior
' aleeping /he must get up and g: to work in the worniny - not mel/,




sometives I even hate ths child as he is so weak, 9;10, thin and
always whimpering, never amiling..,
|

1 Bold the baby in my arms and walk around the flats kitohen 1;a2

sitting room 17-2. sleeping room 12-2. Long rowas of‘gril and )
days, |

HAPPY' MOTHERS OF THRER POUR F1VE MY HABY wILL B* HEALTHY PEQPIR
KNOw HOW TO PROLUCE CHILDREN IF I OMLY COULD SLEKFP A LITTLE...

During the nighta, tne baby rattles, uhl-pcrn.;can't breathe,
Tracheitia. Penicilio. 1f he has blue lips call anm a%bulnnco. Ko, le
pever had blue lips, ‘ .

Then bronchitis, Ampicilin, The 5ale , ‘

Then otitis. The sar starts to ache always arteﬁ midnight whe
there is no trunsportation possibility at all. /wWe have no car - it’s

nelfish to |refer buying « cdar to hiving a child... happy @other:
etc./ But we can’t go straight to the hospital where a Bpeciulist
perforates the ear-drum., No. We must firat &0 t0 the smergency centre
/-t the other end of the housing estate, about 3 ko aiay/ 1o get &
paper: 'Suapitfon of otitis - please check it." The hospital is afout

15 ko away; it°s necessary to catch the night bus which goes once
an hour. The whole trip takes three or four nours. io(go through tvhis
7bout ten times, The second baby is borm. He is only three weeks o0ld
and oy husband is in Mogcow: I have to do 4ll the travelling viih both
children, whip,ering and crying ull the time,

The second baby is not healthier: when he is five months old, it
statts: rattling, not sleeying, hospital, penicillin, bronchitis
tracheitis, awpicilin, laryngitis... are there more organs to pr;duco
another ®"-itia® ¢ Hepatitias, weuingitia?

But my children are really relutively healthy, in comparison

with vome other children.

SELP-INTERY ILW .

N2 But your neigbbors seem to be Quite content {?

A: Xta. They are yrateful for these flata. Hot wuter, TV, he:ting,..
they don t wish for anything else.

Nt Did people realise how drastically the environment and the state

of health were deteriorzting?

A: No! Rather they disliked the comnunists for their privileges
which were so striking. But average people who earmed erough to hav;
u\car ﬁjd & color TV set und enough meat and besr - these pecple meemad
to 74 culte content, They didnt read malf-offioial enviroomentalist

mOno' onoug

journale a8 I did. They didn’t search for informatiom.

My neighbour: a red-haired, plump, easy-golng woman,

She likes %0 talk with we. "My husband is away travelling. So
1 anuse myself wonderfully. But - oh = 1 am g¢ tired! Qverdrunked,
oversaoked anc overfucked! - hey, what about your busband? What’s
he like in bed?"®

*Er... 1 baven’t much comparison,® I muraur,

The flat s now extremely small for four people.

But I bought a biy canister and I have an emergency water supply
in the bathrooa,

And some sidewalks and lawns are finished at lust,

we decided it s time for our childrem to go to the day-care centre.
we are lucky, woat children on our housing estate are two Oor three years
older than our children and 80 we Lave no problems finding places
in the day-care facility.

But the schools are too small for so many ochildeen. They wust go
to school in shifts - goms before noon, some atter noon., After a few

years, the schools are empty,

1t°s really rerreshing to work again.

But now I think about mohhergood quite in another way. why ay
generation was so epthusiastic with the perenthood? Were we 80 wuch
aandpulated by the communists? Or we longed for soms certainty, for
an island of family life and warm homa in the oce.m of absurdity?

1 think that wa were just bored. Awfully bored in the world where
all the thoughts and possibilities were lisited. wWhere we couldn’t

travel, study freely what we liked, and where all the inforsations
were cuf,
ranthood was at least scome island in the ocean of boredonm.



I have read:

SARAH LEFANU

IN THE CHINKS OF THE WORLD
MACHINE

I don't feel like judging and
dissecting this book. It was a lot
of nevw information for me. And it
led me to some conclusions about
natrizrchate and socialism which

rernaps more definite that my
viougs intuitive observations.

I apclogize that I am so
terribly repetitive.

a
re

e

VI §

The socialism was REALLY
AWFUL, destroying the whole
hierarchy of values, any creati-
vity, moral etc., but it probably
destroyed quite efficiently the
patriarchic patterns, prejudices,
expectations. Women in Czecho-
slovakia now started to search
what femininity is, and the radi-
cal western feminists can t meet
the way of their thinking when
they are coming here and are
asionished that women here don t
fight 1cr their rights.

I shall continue by a gquotation
of Vilma Kadle&kova /our extredsiy
talanted 19 years old author of
fantasy/:

"] gtated that women are hens
what endangered some men s 1dea
of women being hens. But let s
stop Jjoking. ,

I am tired by women 8 emanci-
pation.

Too often I chased for mammoths
and +that’s why I forgot how to
care of the hui and ~f the fire.
Now I can t do well neither the
first nor the second. 1 was pre-
destined to serve to the master
of my house for six days and in
the seventh day, dressed in gold,
to receive of him an armful of
roses. Instead of this we stay
one beside another, we look into
the eyes of the other and we pre-
tend that we don t differ - and
moreover we pretend that to admit

the existence of some difference
means to admit injustice!
I lean against a closed door.
I can't be a slave any more: I en-
joy too much to hold the spear in
my hand. The hollow in which my

:ogts\ﬂum.immersed disappeared as
1t 8 covered up. And if the man who
ig not my master would intend to
kiss my hand I should look aside by
embarassment. But he will not do it:
he knows that such honour dcesn’t
belong to somebody who 1is only equal
to him...

They sticked to me a slogan
ATTENTION, AN ANTIEEMINIST as 1 con-
sider men ingenious and 1 am fasci=-
noted by the distinction beiween
their and our way of thinking. Buz
perhaps this is the most genuine
feminism: desire that women don’t

try to get to the position that
doesn t belong them, that they re-
mained themselves - understanding
and res ting men who all are half
children and half heroes."

1 don’t completely agree with
Vilma as she says that a man is
a MASTER - while I only like the
idea that a man is DIFFERENT.But it’s
a voice of a young woman who is not

oppressed by men at all - and still
she is missing something. )
Perhaps what we miss is the reia-
tion in which man and woman support
each other in different and specific
ways. We miss some conventions, some
expectations for some “womgnly sup-
porting" or nmanly supporting” pehaf
vior to the partner. My impression 18
that in Western countries these ex-
pectations are still very strong,

determined.
It seems to me funny how the western

feminists struggle against the sexual
harrassment. My experience is that if
you want your male coworkers to rea-
lize that you are a woman you must
express your femininity with great
intensity /dressing, flirting etc/.

I don't bother with it and so they
don t probably realize at all that

I am of opposite sexXx. Sometimes 1 feel
like living in Ivan Jefremov 8 novel
where you can only hardly recognize
the gender of the characters.

1 have only one coworker = 1n a
children’s magazine, in another
office of our building - who says me
always something like vhi, sweet-
'heart, you look beautifully today!"
when we meet; he kisses me oy hands
and so on. It’s so wonderful that I
really search for eXcuse€s to meet
him or to cowork with him.



n this book 1 was surprised by
the view of women like of a class -
- of an antagonist, opressed elassg,
z= it was invented by Marx. 1 don t
like this theory of classes that
rust inevitably fight one against
another: I think that Marx was com-
pletely wrong and that it s utterly
wrong to applicate the class theory
to anything.Moreover, this dualism
is a product of a typically macho mind
and culture,

WOMEN OF VISION - ESSAYS BDITED
BY DENISE DUPONT

1 found out that Ann McCaffrey

_s really a very conservative lady
what I expected when 1 read her
ctory about Helva some time ago/.

I liked extremely Le Guin s essay
of the Carrier Bag Theory: a lot of
bright and witty ideas! And I was
also attracted by Alice Sheldon s
essay as it deals with the problem
which I think is crucial - what ot

of the gender roles is socially
constructed and what is biologically
deterwmined.

THE LIBERATED MAN
BY WARREN FARRELL

This bock was published in early
~eventies and is wonderfully enthu-
-:astic in the expectations of the
future changes. Ie is written by
& man whg felt quite correctly that
it°s men’s role rather than women’s
role that should be changed, devesx
lopped, cultivated. ,

I found out that I didn t educate
quite properly my own sons. I gave
them dolls but they didn t play
with them much. But I didn t play
with dolls either when I wae a small
girl. - But I said to my sons: "You
mustn t cry and wept so much, you
are pot . a girl!" - Which was
completely wrcong as it cultivates
in small boys an emotional obstipa-
tion - it blocks their capability
of expressing their emotions later
in their 1life.

.
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